it One of the young men, having tuned his lute, played a soft accompaniment
to the poet's recitative, wle each stanza was interrupted by the admiring "TOh,
wah!" of the company, After the poet came the turn of the singers, Their
voices were for the most part correct, and their accentuation clear, but they have
too great a predilection for prolonged head notes, And the music! it will be
asked; but on tins I am not able to give an impartial judgment I had now
lived the same life as the Indians for too long a time not to have become
accustomed to their music; and I listened to it with delight, always finding
tees in it of those sentiments of soft poetic melancholy which are the basis of
the Indian character, and are so much in harmony with the nature of the land,
The evening's entertainments were prolonged to an advanced hour of the
night; refreshments were served; and every one gave a specimen of his talent
without needing repeated invitations, During the whole period of our stay no
woman was visible,'but I am pretty certain nevertheless that the ladies of the
house had been curiously watching from behind their curtain all the episodes of
the evening, At length we retired, enchanted with the affability and politeness
of the inhabitants of Lucknow,